To tbe moſt Reverend Fathers in God, William 
Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Primate of al 
England and «<Aetropolitan, nd John Lord 
Archbiſhop of York Primate of Eogland and 

_ Metropoluan. A ha 
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Oft Reverend Fathers in God, We Greetyou well. Where. 

as the bold abufes, and extravagancies of Preachers in the 

Pulpit, have not only by theexperience of former Ages been 

| found'to tend; tothe DNiſhonour gf Ggd, the Scandal of KR e- 
ligion, and Diſturbance gf the Reace, both of Ghurch ang State, but 
did alſo (through the Licentiouſneſsof the late Rebellioustimes) much 
increaſe, tb the Inflamingy 'Bqmenring,/ agdi Heighrning of the ſad 
DiſtempersandConfulignsthat were then among us:And whereas even 
at thjs preſent ( notwithſtagdng the mercitul Providence of God, ſo 
fignally manifeſted in Reſtoring Our Royal Family, and the Law- 
ful Government of theſe Realms, and putting an cnd to the great Re- 
bellion, and notwithſtanding the pious care and endeavours of Our 
late Dear Brother, and Our Self eyer fince, to Govern 'Our Realms 
in Peace and Tranquillity) it way juſtly be feared that in ſundry parts 
. of this Realm, there want not men of unquiet and FaQious Spirits, 
who in ſtead of Preaching the pure Word of God, and building up 
the Peop!e in Faith and Holineſs, will ( if they be not reſtrained } 
make it a great part of their Buſineſs to beget in the minds of their 
Hearers, an «evil Opinion of their Governours, by infinuating Fears 
and Jealoufies, to Diſpoſe them to Diſcontent, and to ſeaſon 
them with ſuch unſound and dangerous Principles as may tead them in- 
to Diſobedience, Schiſm, and Rebellion: And whereas alſo fundry 
young Divines, and” Preachers, either out of a Spirit of Contention 
and ContradiQion, orin a vain oftentationdf their Learning, take up- 
on them in their Popular Sermons, to handle thedeep Points of Gods 


Eternal Council and Necrees, or to meddle with the Afﬀeairs of State 
A and 


(2) 3 
and Government, or to wrangle about Fortns'and Geſtures, and other 
fruitleſs Diſputes and Controverſies, ſerving rather toamuſe than profit 
the Hearers z which is done for the moſt part , and with the preareſt 
Confidence, by ſuch perſons as leaſt underſtand them: We out of 
Our Princely Care and Zeal for the Honour of God, the Advancement 
of Piety, Peace, and true Religion, and for the preventing for the 
future, as much as lierh-in Us, the many and great inconveniencies and 
miſchiefs that will unavbidably enſue, if a timely ſtop be not given to 
theſe and the like growing Abuſes , Do, according to the Exam- 
ples of ſeveral of "Our Predeceſſors of: Bleſſed Memory , . by 
theſe Our ſpecial Letters, fſtraitly Charge and Command. you, 
to uſe your utmoſt. Care and Diligence . that theſe Dire&i. 
ons, which upon long and ſerious Contideration, Our late Dear Bro. 

| ther thought good'ts give concerning Preachers, * 

® Annoi662, and which we upon like Conſiderations have Ap- 
proved, and cauled to be Ke-printed, and herewith 

ſene unto you, be from henceforth duly and ſtritly obſerved. by all 
the Biſhops, and others concerned therem within your Provinces, 
And to this end Our Will and Pleaſure is, That you forthwith ſend 
them Copies of theſe ' Our Directions, to be by them ſpeedily Come 
municated to every Parſon, Vicar, Curate, Lefurer, ahd Preach- 


erin every Cathedral; Collegiate, and Pariſh-Church within their 


Dioceſſes : And that you earneſtly Require them to imploy theix 
utmoſt endeavour for the dut Obſervation of the ſame, whereof We 
ſhall expe a tri account, both of you. and every one of them ; 
And theſe Our Letters ſhall be your ſufficient Warrant, and Naſchagge 
in that behalf. Fs 


Gives at Onur Court 43 Whitehall zhe fifib day of March 
i168 5, In the ſecond Tear of Onr Rejen, 


By Hy Majeſties Command, 
SVxD ERLAND P. 
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(3) 
 Drrefions Concerning Preachers, 
TJ no Preachers jn their Sermons preſume to meddle with 


Matters of State,to, Model new Governments, or take upon 

them to Declare ,Limit,or Bound out the Power and Au- 

thority of Sovereigi: Princes,or to State and Determine the 

Differences between Princes and the People; But that upon all good 

Occafions they faithfully Inſtru@ the People in their Bounden Duty of 

SubjeRion and Obedience to their Governours, Superiour. and Sub. 

ordinate of all ſorts, and to the Eſtatliſbed Laws .according to the 

Word of God, and the Dofrine of the Church of England, as it is 

contained in the Homilies of Obedience, and the Articles of  eligi- 
on ſet forth by publick Authority. 

IL. Thatthey be Admoniſhed not to ſpend their Time and Study 
in the Search of Abſtruſe and Speculative Notions, eſpecially in and 
about the deep Points of Election and &eprobation, together with the 
Incomprehenſible manner of the Concurrence of Gods free Grace, and 
Mans tree Will, and ſuch other-Controverfics as depend thereupon : 
But howſocver that they preſume not Pofitively, and Dofrinally to 
derermine any thing concerning the ſame, 

IT!, That they furbear 1n their Sermons ordinarily and cauſclefly 
to enter upon the Handling of any other Controverſies of leſs Moment 
and Difficulty : But whenſvever they are occaſioned by Invitation 
from the Text they Preach upon, or that in Regard of the Audito» 
ry they Preach unto, it may ſeem Requifite or Expedient fo to do z 

hat in ſuch caſes. they do itwith all Modeſty, Gravity, and Can- 

our, aſſerting the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Church of Exglend; 
from the Cavils and Obje@ions of ſuch as are Adverſaries to either, 
without Bitterneſs, Railing, Jearing , or other upn:ceſlary or unſeem- 
ly rrovocation, | 

IV That for the more popaget the People in Faith and Godli- 
nels (the aforeſaid abuſes laid altde) all Miniſters and Preachers in 
their ſeveral reſp:@Rive Cures, ſhall not only diligently apply them. 
ſelves to Crtechile the Younger ſort, according as inthe Book of Com- 
mon Prayeris appointed z But alſo ſhall in thewr ordinary Sermons Iri- 
{iſt chiefly upon Catechetical Dottrines (wherein ate contained all 
the necef[ary and undoubted Verities of Chriftian Religion} de» 
claring withal untd their pmgragetons what- Influences ſuch Do- 
&rines ought to have 1nto their Lives and Converſations,and ſtirrivg 
them up EffeQually, as well by their Examples as their . Dodtrines, 
to the practice of ſuch Religious and Moral Duties , as ' are the 
proper Reſults of the ſaid DoGtrines, as Self.denial, Contempt of, 
the World, Humility, Patience, Meekneſs,] kr un as Mer- 
cy, Obedience, and the like; And to a Deteſtarion an ſhunning of 
Sin, eſpecially ſuch Sins as are ſo rife among us, and common to the 
Age we Live in ; ſuch are thoſe uſually Stiled the Seven Deadly 
ones, in (ho t, all kind of Debauchery, Senſuality, Rebellion, Pro. 
fanene(G, Atheiſm, and the like. And becauſe thelate Licentious Times 
have Corrupted Religion even in the very Roots and Foundations, 
That where there is an Afternoons Exerciſe, it be eſpecially Spent 
either in Explaining ſome part of the Church-Catechiſm, orin Preache 
ing upon ſome ſuch Text of Scripture, as will properly and Natural- 


ly lead to the handling of ſome thing Contained in it, or may Con- 
(+ A 2. | duce, 
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: (4) ET, 
duce to the Expoſition of the Liturgy, and Prayers of the Church (as 
Occaſion ſball be offertd Y the,one)y caule They grewinro Contempe 
2mong(t the People being this, © that They were not Underſtogd, 
That alſo the Miniſter: 2$ ofcen as Conveniently he can, Read the 
Prayersihimf{clf 3 and when be cannot fo do, 'he Procure or Provide 
ſome fit Perionin Holy Orders, who may do-it wh that Gaavity,. 
Diftintack, Devotion, and Reverence as becornes fo Holy an AQion - 
And whenioever by Reaſon of his Infirmity, or the Concurrence of 
other Offices, the time may ſeem too ſhort, or! he unable ro Perform 
the Otbce of both Prayers and Sermonar length, he rather ſhorten his 
Diſcaurſe or Sermon, then Oomit any thing of the Prayers, Jeſt he 
Iacur the Penalty of the AR for Uniformity, Requiring them to be 
Readaccording as.the Book Directs, | | | 

V. And further Our Will and Pleafure is, That All Miniſters with- 
m their ſevera] Cures, be Injoyned publickly to Read over unto the 
People, ſuch. Canons as are or ſhall be'in Force at leaſt once, and the 
Thirty nine Articles twice every. Year to the End they may the bettet 
underſtznd, and be more throughly Acquainted with the Do@rine 
and Diſcipline of the Church of S»etupd and not ſo cally drawn a- 
way tromitas formerly they have been. | 
VI, Since Preaching wasnot Anciently the Work of every Prieſt, 
but was 'Reſtramed to the choiceſt Perſons for Gravity, Prudence, 
and Learning 3 The Archbiſh ps and biſhops of this Kingdom -are to 
take great'Care whom they Licence to Preach, and that all Grants and 
Licences of this kind heretofore made'by any Chancefſour, 'Offictal, 
Commiſſary or other Secular Perſon '( who are preſumed not to be (& 
Competent in Matters of this Natare-) be accounted Void and - 
Null, unleſs the ſame ſhal likewiſe'be allowed by the Archbiſhop, or 
the Biſhop of the Dioceb, and'that all Licences of Preachers hereafter 
to be ade or Granted by any Archbiſhop. dr Biſhop,” ſhall'be onely 
during Pleaſure, otherwiſe to be Void to all Intents and Purpoſes, as 
iftheſame had never been Made nor Gragted, | 
Vil. Laſfly-rhat for the better — the Lords-Day, to9 
much negleRted of late, they ſhall, as by and ſetions Admonirj- 
ons and ſharp Reproofs, endeavour 'to/draw off People from fuch' 
Idle, Debauched, and Profane Courſes 'as diſhonour' God, bring a 
Scandal on Religion, and Contempt on the Laws and" Authority 'Bc-' 
cleſiaffical and Civil, ſo ſhall they vety carnceft'y perſwade rthemn' tg/ 
frequent: Divine Service off the Lords-Day, and other Feſtivals ap-" 
pointed 'by' the'Charch to be kept Solkempn 3 And in caſe any Perſon 
ſhall refort umo any Taverns or Ale-houſes, or uſe ariy Jawful Spprts 
and Exerciſts on fuch Days, the Miniftet hall exhort thoſe which are 
in Authozity in - their ſeveral * Pariſhes and Copgregations, carefull 
to look dfter all ſuch Offerders m any kind whatſoever, t & with 
alt thofe that 'Abert, Reecive or- aim them, that they may be” 
Proceeded againſt, according to the Laws; "and Quality of their' Of 
fences ,-* rhat all ſuch Difrdets may for the Time*to come be 
Prevented. e'id'9 | ; ; 
(3rven at Our Court af Whitehall, the Fifth Day of March, 1685, 
In the Second Tear of Our Reign. © "y 
a | By His Majeſties Commaid,” 
: | . "Sunderland; P. ' '/ 
Printed at LONDON':, And -Re-pripted at EDINBURGH, by the 
Heir of Andrew Anderſon, Printer to-the KING'S moſt Excellent -* 
| MAJESTY, Anno Dow. u6' - 
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